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We're a week into Alert Level 4 and are already starting to get used to our
newly shrunken world. Let's embrace the focus that brings. Why not join
us for Urban Ark's own (but substantially copied) Garden Bird Survey.  
Don't know a starling from a thrush? Now is a great time to learn with our
'citizen science' links. 
Trapping in reserves and on conservation land is a no-no during Alert
Level 4, but you can still trap in your back gardens (and you should).  And
while you're there, spare a thought for our lizard friends. 

Urban Ark Garden Bird Survey
 
Birds are important indicators of the health of New Zealand’s environment.
Since 2007, Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research have run an
annual Garden Bird Survey, a citizen science project which provides excellent
information about the health of our birds and the effect of all the predator
control we're been doing. Watch the explanatory video here. 
 
This year's survey takes place from 27 June to 5 July, but while we've all got a
bit of spare time in our back gardens we thought we could make an early start.
All you need to do is:  
Pick a day to do your survey From Thursday 2 April to Wednesday 8 April

https://mailchi.mp/14b2fe79f7dd/join-our-garden-bird-survey-and-spread-the-word?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/taking-part/how-to-take-part


inclusive 
Pick your survey location It should probably be your home under Level 4 
Download the bird tally sheet (optional but recommended) 
Find a comfy spot A chair in your garden or even looking out your window. 
Set aside one hour Record what you see (or hear). For each species record
the highest number you see (or hear) at one time.  
Record your observations Our survey is separate from Manaaki Whenua's,
so please click this link. It should only take 5 minutes to record your
observations.  
 
This week we are encouraging people within the Urban Ark - Manawa Taiao
area (inner west Auckland) to take the survey. Please spread the word through
your networks by forwarding this email to people in our area. We'll be posting
interim findings on our Facebook page.

Learn stuff and become a citizen scientist
Watched too much TV? Twiddling your thumbs? We'll maybe not yet, but now
might just be a great time to brush up on your species identification skills. 

Manaaki Whenua - Landcare Research have a simple bird identification
section and a more detailed version.
Check out DOC's 10 most commonly heard forest birds and learn to
recognise silvereye, rifleman, grey warbler etc from appearance, call and
behaviour. 
Test yourself on the garden bird quiz.
Check out Māori bird names. 
Younger birders (and bored adults) might like to try the colouring in some
common garden birds, and checking out the Chocolate Fish Index for bird
sizes. 

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/120475/gbs-tally-sheet.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScieB3N3fui8zEtFkgvcSt5sLDIs3ASQKI-L6w5z5q7EBjVag/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.facebook.com/ManawaTaiao
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/taking-part/simple-identificaiton-of-common-birds-in-nz-gardens
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/taking-part/how-to-identify-birds
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/system/training-courses/bird-id/index.html#/
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/fun/garden-bird-knowledge-quiz
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/fun/maori-names
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/121049/colouring-competition-pictures.pdf
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/fun/the-chocolate-fish-index


 Step up to New Zealand Birds Online, a great place to deepen your
understanding and widen your repertoire.
As well as contributing to our Garden Bird Survey, add your checklists to
eBird, the world’s largest biodiversity-related citizen science project, with
more than 100 million annual bird sightings around the world. 
Not sure what you've just seen? Ask the citizen science experts at
iNaturalist New Zealand. And not just birds either. You'll find experts on all
our indigenous and introduced flora and fauna.  

Backyard trapping
Since we're all staying in our bubble, avoiding touching stuff we don't need to,
and making sure that our actions don't put an unnecessary burden on the
health system, were staying at home. No park or reserve trapping for the
moment. 
But back garden trapping is still on. Dust off that tunnel you stuck under the
house last winter, stick some peanut butter in the one you've left untended
behind the compost bin, and get trapping.  With the rats in the parks given free
rein the birds will be suffering. Doing your bit in your patch gives them a
chance.  

Make yours a lizard garden
At times like this, many of us are getting to spend more time in the garden,
weeding that vege bed and tidying up those lawn edges. But spare a thought
for the lizards which can thrive in suburban gardens but don't appreciate all

http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/
https://ebird.org/newzealand/home
https://inaturalist.nz/


your tidying.  
To make your garden more welcoming for our gecko and skink friends, follow
the advice in the Department of Conservation's Attract Lizards to your Garden. 
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